Gina The Dancing Queen
Teachers’ Notes
About the Author / illustrator
“ I was born and live in Geelong, Victoria. A small, quiet town that is an hour away from Melbourne.
Since a child I have always loved to draw and paint. I was fascinated by the illustrations in picture books
and in my primary school years had already made up my mind that I wanted to illustrate children’s books
as an adult.
After completing an art and design course, I also begun writing and have since become a published
author / illustrator. ”
Inspiration for “ Gina The Dancing Queen”
“ Gina The Dancing Queen” is based on my own experince of learning to dance. My intention of writing
this story was to teach children the rules of dance as well as the music and countries associated with
different styles of dance.”
“ I hope you enjoy my book! ”
Marisa Alo
Before Reading
What does the title suggest about the main character?
What is Gina wearing?
Where do you think she is?
Gina is a giraffe and the title suggests that the book is about dancing. How good do you think
a giraffe will be when it comes to dancing?
After Reading
When Gina tries to dance, she ends up falling in a heap, embarrassed. How does the illustration
show that Gina is embarrassed?
Instead of giving up Gina becomes more determined to dance. Are there times when you have
felt embarrassed at not being able to do something? What does Gina’s example show you?
How does Gina learn to dance?
Can you name the three golden rules of dance?
How do you think Gina felt at the end of the book?
Why did Gina Succeed at the end?
Why do you think the author / illustrator used a giraffe as her main character?
Class Discussion / Activities
Gina learns three different styles of dance. What are they?
Find music that matches these three styles of dance. As a class, learn some of the steps of each dance.
How does the rhythm of the three styles of dance differ?
Can you clap out the rhythm?
Which dance do you prefer and why?
When Gina is learning to dance, the music takes her to three different countries. What are they?
Can you find out more information about these countries?
Why does salsa take Gina to the streets of Cuba?
Can you think of any other dance styles that come from particular countries?

